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End user as interop layer is terrible UX



TL;DR 
A Brief History of Web Intents



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_Intents



https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Archive/B2G_OS/API/Web_Activities



• 54% have used their mobile device to send someone a photo or video 

• 23% have accessed a social networking site using their phone 

• 20% have used their phone to watch a video 

• 15% have posted a photo or video online 

• 11% have purchased a product using their phone 

• 11% have made a charitable donation by text message 

• 10% have used their mobile phone to access a status update service such as Twitter

May 2010

http://www.pewinternet.org/2010/07/07/mobile-access-2010/

 The share of Americans that own smartphones is now 77%, up from just 35% in 

Pew Research Center’s first survey of smartphone ownership conducted in 2011.

http://www.pewinternet.org/fact-sheet/mobile/



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8b0LCBx8Rys
Paul Kinlan & Paul Lewis - September 25th, 2012





http://darobin.github.io/web-wish/



http://darobin.github.io/web-wish/







Why did Web Intents fail?



Scope



https://paul.kinlan.me/what-happened-to-web-intents/



Politics



https://paul.kinlan.me/what-happened-to-web-intents/



UX



https://paul.kinlan.me/what-happened-to-web-intents/













FDC3
• founded by OpenFin - October, 2017

• Standards Process is public with all deliverables open source Apache 2.0 licensed

• 50+ financial organizations participating

• First Draft of Standards Ratified!
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Why things are different this time…



• Underlying technology is mature
• Strong demand in a specific industry
• Neutral brokers exist

Timing



• Industry specificity
• Use Cases driving technology
• Ecosystem of stakeholders

Focus



• Apps solve trust problems of the open web
• UX solutions not available to browser
• Federated directories replace overly broad discovery

Technology
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